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Stefano’s Wine and Liquor, one of Key
Biscayne’s iconic businesses, was sold
July 8. 
Mike Menendez, a longtime resident of

Key Biscayne, purchased the store ap-
proximately five years ago and built it
into one of the best wine and liquor stores
in the county, with annual gross sales in
excess of $3.4 million. 
He listed the store for sale at $2,370,000

with Steven Minor of XL Business Bro-
kers, also a Key Biscayne resident. 
“Many buyers came forward offering

full price and all cash, but in the end Mike
chose to sell to Eduardo Tarajano due to
his extensive experience in the wine and
liquor business and his commitment to
continue providing excellent service to
Stefano’s customers,” said Minor. “The
closing proceeded very smoothly. I have
been a business broker since 2012, and I
have never seen such a well organized and
profitable business. It is amazing that
Mike could generate this level of sales
with just three fulltime employees.”

International Opticians: perfect fit, prescription and style
By: PHINEAS AZCUY
fin@islandernews.com

For many of us, the day starts with reach-
ing out and putting on a pair of eyeglasses.
International Opticians can assure those

eyeglasses are the perfect fit, perfect pre-
scription and perfect style for your needs.
International Opticians is a full-service

optical shop that has been selling eyewear
to Miami-Dade residents, snowbirds and
good number of Key Biscayners since
1969.  
Ron Pelletier inherited the business in

2013 from his father-in-law, the late Lino
Alvarez, who bought the store from the late
Dr. Phil Sawelson, a former Key Biscayne
resident.
Pelletier began working for Alvarez as a

business major at the University of Miami.
“We want to offer boutique frames and

boutique service without the boutique
price,” Pelletier said.  
And he means it. Basic eye exams begin

at a highly competitive $60.
With Miami being a major international

city and the Latin American capital of the
world, International Opticians is the go-to
eyewear shop for vacationers from all over
the globe.  At one point, it was snowbirds
from the northeastern United States, but
that customer base has expanded to the
Latin American snowbirds who come to
Miami during the summer when it is winter
in some countries.
Pelletier had a firmly confident response

to the increase in popularity of buying pre-
scription eyewear on the Internet.
“You can’t go online and buy eyeglasses

the way you can here,” said Pelletier.  “I
say, go ahead and try it and you’ll be so un-
happy, we’ll see you here in a few
months.”
Pelletier explained it is very difficult to

be precise when taking virtual measure-
ments through a computer in order to prop-
erly fit prescription glasses.  He also
stressed that most people want to try on
glasses before committing to a purchase.
International Opticians is in a league of

its own because the business assures qual-
ity control by surfacing and finishing pre-
scription eyewear onsite.  They have a
surface lab as well as a finish lab, which al-
lows them to both grind, as well as cut,
edge, tint, coat, and insert lenses into cho-
sen frames.
In addition to popular brands such as

Gucci, Prada and Ralph Lauren, they also
carry brands such as Penguin, which is not
usually found in other optical stores. Inter-
national Opticians has more than 800

frames on the selling floor for both men
and women.
Pelletier understands customers look for

quality name brands. This is why Interna-
tional Opticians stock the highly fashion-
able brand Balenciaga for women. They
also sell the French line Lafont, which
manufactures frames in colors that are ex-
clusive to that line only.  
Pelletier noted Ray-Ban and Armani are

mostly popular with men.
This reporter admits not being able to

erase a pair of Porsche sunglasses that I
tried on from my mind.  I walked into In-
ternational Opticians as a writer needing to
write a story,  but I walked out a customer.

Contact information
International Opticians is located at 2264

Southwest 22nd Street. For more informa-
tion, call 305-854 6191 or 305-699-6083,
email intlopt@bellsouth.biz or visit them
online at www.internationalopticians.biz.

Stefano’s sold

International Opticians owner Ron J. Pelletier, far right, and some members
of his staff.
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